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Probate is a difficult time for families. When a loved one has passed away,
the last thing you want to have to deal with is figuring out what the “right” thing
to do is with regard to someone’s estate. Hildebrand Law Firm is dedicated to
easing the burden on families who have just lost a loved one, whether that involves
guiding you on the proper steps to take on behalf of an estate, contacting banks
and mortgage companies, assisting with selling a residence, or something that
comes up in nearly every case: dealing with funeral costs.

The COVID-19 pandemic has changed many aspects of our lives, and funeral
costs are no exception. Oftentimes, a family member uses life insurance or other
out-of-pocket method to pay for funeral expenses, and then hopes that they can be
reimbursed from the decedent’s assets at a later date. However, the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has provided more clarity on that by
developing a program for families who have lost a loved one to COVID-19.

Introduction to Medicaid: Continued

Under the FEMA program, a qualified individual who pays funeral
expenses on behalf of a loved one who died of COVID-19 can claim up to $9,000 in
funeral reimbursement. Those costs can include funeral services, cremation,
interment, casket or urn purchase, marker or headstone, and many other costs
and expenses that are incurred in providing for a funeral. While there are some
exceptions that limit who can apply, most families who lost a loved one to COVID19 in the United States will find that they qualify for the program.
We believe in doing everything we can to protect your loved one’s legacy. If
you have lost a loved one to COVID-19 since January 2020, please contact
Hildebrand Law Firm to see how we can assist you.

OUR AMAZING CLIENTS
Doug Podzilni
Estate planning brought us a wonderful client who has made incredible achievements
by having a big heart and inspiring story. That is why we dedicate this month to Doug
Podzilni—a client who has poured kindness and passion into his business and what he does,
an entrepreneur who transformed his talents and opportunities into an instrument that gives
back to his community. Founder and owner of Hollander Chocolate, he started the company
by skillfully utilizing his available resources, including a vast network he built through prior
business ventures. With the right vendors, experience, and perfect leadership team to support

his dreams, he started this new company with a leap of faith in hopes of providing a highquality product that gives back to the people who made it possible.
Hollander Chocolate’s mission is centered around the core concept of creating a socially
and economically conscious business while spreading good in the world. This good can be
found not only in what it gives back to the community, but also in the partnerships it has
created to make its product, from its vendors to the very
farmers that harvest the cocoa. Hollander Chocolate prides
itself in being Rainforest Alliance Certified. This means that
the methods in which the ingredients are produced and used
support social, economic, and environmental sustainability (for
more information visit rainforest-alliance.org). Features of
their cafe sauces and powders include being high fructose free,
kosher, GMO free, trans fat free, and source visible. Being
source visible is essential to Hollander Chocolate’s promise that its products come from a
team that prioritizes fair employee practices and chooses to partner with others that follow

Our Amazing Clients: Doug Podzilni Continued

the same core principle. For every pound of cocoa and cocoa butter provided for Hollander
Chocolate, the farmer who grew and harvested it receives a healthy living wage.
With great power comes great responsibility, a growing pain many up and coming
corporations ultimately cross paths with. Staying true to their core beliefs though,

Hollander Chocolate’s commendable leadership team stayed true to their longstanding
company culture of providing and supporting a healthy ecosystem for all levels of people
involved. With the opportunity to grow past a sustainably ethical rate, Doug upheld his
values and goals of supporting those that contributed to the company’s success and utilizing
this business to create a better world instead of conquering it. With this business, Doug’s
corporate team made a calculation that doing the right thing is what will pay off, and that
people like to do the right thing if they’re
presented the opportunity to do it.
When the global pandemic turned the
world upside down in 2020, many companies
encountered challenges, from workforce
shortages to supply chain struggles. Employing
leadership and management skills honed over
the course of his career, Doug exercised careful
foresight, securing products and materials before
supply chains became overburdened and
ensuring Hollander Chocolate’s ability to remain
profitable and continue providing employment to
its staff in the midst of a global crisis. As a result, Hollander Chocolate has continued to
grow despite the extreme challenges presented by the pandemic, enabling it to continue its
involvement in various international ventures. Hollander Chocolate also provides products
for nationwide coffee chain shops and grocery stores around the country, giving people that
rich chocolate flavor with a side of good conscience.

Giving to Charity Wisely
Charitable giving allows you to assist the people and organizations that have come
to mean the most to you over the course of your life. It represents a thoughtful

expression of your values and can ensure your legacy for generations to come. If done
properly, it can also be an excellent way to significantly lower taxes, so that the greatest
possible amount of your gift is available for the recipients of your generosity, and at the
same time, more of your hard-earned wealth is preserved for you and your loved ones.
Some of the benefits of giving to charity, and the advantages of having an
experienced estate planning attorney design your charitable giving plan, include:
·

Memorializing your family name

·

Reducing capital gains or estate taxes

·

Supporting causes and institutions important to you and other family members

·

Allowing you to make charitable contributions while you are alive and after you are

gone
·

Receiving an income stream as part of your donation

Giving more to charity than you thought possible
There are many different strategies available to maximize the value of your gift.
Some of the more popular and effective options
include:
Gift Annuities
These allow you to contribute funds to a
nonprofit organization and receive a fixed annuity
payment from the nonprofit’s general assets for the
rest of your life.

Giving to Charity Wisely

Charitable Remainder Trusts
These let you establish a trust and receive income from the trust for a set
number of years. Afterwards, the balance of the trust transfers to the charity you
have chosen.
Charitable Lead Trusts
These distribute income to the charity you have chosen for a set number of
years, and then the remainder of the trust passes on to your beneficiaries. In
essence, charitable lead trusts are the opposite of charitable remainder trusts.
Bequests
A charitable bequest is a gift to a charity of cash, land or a percentage of
some other asset such as a life insurance policy, 401K or pension. It is most
commonly given through a Will or Living Trust, and is one of the ways families of
modest means can give valuable assistance to a charity of their choosing.
If you are interested in giving to charity, and would like additional
information about these and other strategies for effective charitable gifting, please
contact us for a consultation.

